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Red dresses, fl oral 
prints, cool spring 
colors are perfect 
looks for Valentine’s 
day night out.
See page 5
The Gamecocks travel 
to Gainesville, Fla., for 














The Cocktails , USC’s female a cappella 
group, took f irst place in the South 
Region Quarterfi nals of the International 
Championship of Collegiate A Capella 
competition Saturday, Jan. 29 at Clemson 
University. 
The Cocktails were one of seven collegiate 
groups competing, which included teams 
from the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, William & Mary and Clemson. 
“It defi nitely meant a lot to us to win,” 
Nadia Shutkufski , the Cocktails president, 
said. “We’ve worked really hard. We’ve 
competed in these events before, and we’ve 
never won one before. It’s really so exciting 
to be able to say we won fi rst place.” 
In competition, each group is given 12 
minutes to perform. For the quarterfi nals, 
the Cocktails chose “Seven Bridges Road” 
by the Eagles, “Russian Roulette” by 
Rihanna and “Replay” by Iyaz . Shutkufski 
said they tried to pick a group of songs that 
were well-rounded and included a little bit 
of something for everyone in the audience. 
Allie Siville , a second-year finance and 
human resources risk management student 
and the Cocktails’ treasurer, said the girls 
were very emotional when they won.
“[We were] internally screaming because 
we had to be respectful to the other groups,” 
Siville said. “After we found out, we went 
backstage and pretty much all of us started 
crying.” 
The next round, the South Semifinal 
competition, will be held at USC on March 
19  . The semifi nal competition will showcase 
the eight best groups in the Southern U.S. . 
Siville said she is excited to compete against 
top groups from all over the South with the 
Cocktails’ fans supporting them. 
“It’s an amazing opportunity that we get 
to have,” Siville said. 
In ICCA, the contestants perform the 
same songs at each level, so the Cocktails 
will perform the same songs three songs 
they did at quarterfi nals. 
“I think we’ll just try to really fine-
tune the set,” Shutkufski, a fourth-year 
internat iona l  st ud ies st udent ,  sa id. 
“We’ll take the notes the judges gave at 
quarterfi nals and apply those.” 
Cocktails take fi rst in quarterfi nals
Cassie Stanton
CSTANTON@DAILYGAMECOCK
A capella group moves up in 
international championship
A fi re drill occurred at the Thomas Cooper Library Thursday afternoon, 
causing the building to be evacuated. 
Ron Brown , a library technical assistant, said library fire protocol is 
to evacuate the building and get everyone to stand on the far side of the 
refl ecting pool, but it’s usually all he can do to get them to stand on the 
other side of the sidewalk.
“We just have [fi re drills] periodically so we can practice evacuating the 
building ... in case there is a real fi re,” added Mary Horton , the director of 
Administrative Services for Thomas Cooper Library. 
Fire drill at Th omas Cooper Library
SG presidential, treasury candidates debate platforms
Student Government presidential candidates James 
Strickland and Joe Wright and unopposed treasury 
candidate Emily Supil defended their platforms and 
answered questions during a night of dialogue in the Russell 
House Senate Chambers Thursday.
The Carolina Debate Union, campaign staff members 
and fellow SG off icers, as well as vice presidential 
candidates John Cuenin and Katie Thompson, pressed the 
candidates on the issues facing the student body in 2011. 
Last Thursday’s Debate Union dialogue featured Sens. 
Thompson and Cuenin as well as presidential candidate 
Steve Vereen .
Aside from those involved in SG, this week’s event was 
sparsely attended.
“It’s good to have these open dialogues, no matter who 
attends,” Debate Union President William Spires said. “We 
try to promote public discourse on campus, so it’s good just 
to have it available to students.”
Strickland, a former Debate Union offi cer , was fi rst to 
present, promising to advocate for more funding from the 
state using the SG president’s power of presence at board of 
trustees meetings. 
“In the past, offi cers have been able to change events just 
by speaking, not voting,” Strickland said. “The president 
must be an active member on the board of trustees, so 
Strickland, Wright, Supil participate 
in open dialogue with union, current offi  cers
Kathryn Kranjc
KKRANJC@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Courtesy of The Cocktails
The Cocktails will host the South Region Semifi nals of the ICCA at USC on March 19.
HR vice president hired
After nine-month search, 
Byrd takes over USC role
Cassie Stanton
CSTANTON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Comments on this story? 
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
DEBATE ● 2
Sydney Medlin / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Presidential candidate James Strickland answers 
questions from the Debate Union and current SG offi cers.
The v ice  pres ident  for  Hu ma n 
Resources at USC has been selected, 
after a national search that began in June.
Chris Byrd , the current director of 
Budgets and Human Resources for USC’s 
Division of Information Technology, will 
be appointed to the position on Feb. 16. 
The purpose of the Human Resources 
div ision is to manage USC’s 6,000 
permanent faculty and staff members and 
2,500 temporary employees. According 
to a press release, Byrd’s new role as 
vice president will include “directing a 
division charged with daily operations 
and long-range planning for recruitment 
and employment, facult y and staf f 
benef its, professional development, 
employee relations” and many other 
purposes. 
“One of my goals will be building 
and strengthening relationships with 
the colleges and schools throughout the 
USC system, so I can understand what 
their priorities are and better learn how 
we can support them through the HR 
function,” Byrd said.
USC President Harr is  Past ides 
announced Byrd’s position at the board 
of trustees meeting on Friday.
“Chr is By rd br ings a wea lt h of 
leadership experience and knowledge 
of best practices in human resources to 
this role,” Pastides said. “Our Human 
Resources division is the equivalent of 
mission control because their decisions 
and act ions impact every employee 
throughout our eight-campus system. 
I am confident that Chris will provide 
outstanding leadership for this very 
important unit.”
Byrd is looking forward to taking the 
position.
“ I ’m  r e a l l y  e xc i t e d  ab out  t he 
opportunity,” Byrd said. “I’ve been at 
the university for about three and a half 
years now. I’m excited about joining Dr. 
Pastides and his team.”
Before Byrd came to USC in 2007, 
he worked as the assistant director of 
the South Carolina Budget and Control 
Board’s Offi ce of Human Resources. 
“I’ve been working in human resources 
for about 28 years now. Some of that is 
in higher education, and some of that 
in state government,” Byrd said. “This 
will just give me the opportunity to 
build on the currently strong HR offi ces 
there and continue to work with the 
departments all across the university and 
the university system to help them with 
all their human resource matters.”  
COCKTAILS ● 2
Sydney Medlin / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
— Compiled by Assistant News Editor Cassie Stanton
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The transition from high school senior to college 
freshman can be one of the most challenging parts of 
adulthood. To aid with this transition, USC has created 
a new summer program to help incoming students 
develop friendships and learn about the university’s 
history. 
Pillars for Carolina is an extended orientation 
program running from June 20 to 24 . USC officials 
got the idea from the University of Georgia’s “Dawg 
Camp,” a program to help fi rst-year students ease their 
fears of being at the university and to make new friends.
USC’s program is an extension of the normal fi rst-
year orientation. After orientation, students will stay an 
extra four days for the Pillars program, participating 
in one of three focuses for the program: the Pillars of 
Traditions, Foundations or Adventure.
The Traditions focus, run by Carolina Service 
Council, emphasizes community service.Incoming 
students will participate in various acts of service in the 
greater Columbia area. The Foundations focus is geared 
toward developing leadership potential, which is perfect 
for students who plan to join Student Government. The 
Adventure focus is recommended for the thrill seeker, 
and, headed by Campus Recreation, it engages students 
in outdoor activities such as hiking and camping. 
“The program is to help students feel more 
comfortable with being on campus,” said Ashley Crisp, 
an SG graduate assistant. 
Current USC students will act as peer counselors for 
the program and will aid new students in the activities. 
Emily Supil, the program’s executive director and a 
fourth-year accounting student , said she believes the 
program will “promote Gamecock pride, help [new 
students] make friends and make them excited to get 
involved.”  
Summer orientation enhanced
Pillars for Carolina program added 
to aid transition of incoming freshmen
Kiante Chapman
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Comments on this story? 
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
we can use the resources we have to coordinate with state 
legislators.” 
In order to reallocate funding, Strickland again vowed 
to monitor the money saved on the Carolina taxi service 
and to turn over a large amount of the president’s $5,400 
paycheck to be distributed among student organizations . 
He also promised to prevent unnecessary fee increases by 
increasing transparency in the way tuition money is spent. 
As a pre-law student, Strickland emphasized restoring the 
USC Law Center, proposing a temporary relocation to 
current Innovista facilities. 
Strickland also took the opportunity to announce his 
change of position against the student sustainability fund, 
after learning that the fee increase would be voluntary. 
He also talked about lowering the $25 solicitation fee for 
farmers market vendors to increase their accessibility to 
Russell House, after SG nixed its funding for the market 
this year. 
Wright followed Strickland’s remarks on funding 
redistribution, advocating his platform’s theme of “reform, 
not revolution.”
“The previous administration has already set up a great 
foundation with the student cab services and the student 
lobbying groups,” Wright said. “We should take advantage 
of the opportunity to make lemonade out of lemons and 
work with what’s already in place.”
Wright also addressed complaints about the infl exibility 
of meal plan hours, proposing to set up a rollover system 
that would stay within Sodexo’s revenue stream. Wright said 
SG will need to “rebrand” itself and take a more public role 
in order to engage the student body.
“Student Government can only do so much as it is,” 
Wright said. “The problem is that the average student 
doesn’t care about what SG does, and that’s because we don’t 
mark ourselves to actually let people know what we do.”
Closing up the debate, Supil , the current senate fi nance 
chairwoman, announced that she is using the campaign to 
focus on student outreach and lay a foundation for open 
communication with student organizations. The candidates 
will not offi cially confer again until after the fi rst round 
of elections, when another Debate Union forum for the 
winners and a possible run-off debate will ensue.
“Having open dialogues allows us to present ourselves 
and clarify our positions,” Strickland said. “It also gives us 
the opportunity to grill each other on our proposals and get 
a better understanding of what each candidate stands for.” 
COCKTAILS ● From 1
Comments on this story? 
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
Siville said that the group 
has put a lot of work into 
practicing the songs. 
“Before this competition, 
[we had] probably done 
the three songs that we’re 
doing for this competition 
at least 100 times,” Siville 
said. “Sometimes it just 
gets really frustrating and 
really old. We do the same 
parts over and over and over 
again.”
But Siville added that 
winning quarterfi nals made 
the hard work and practice 
much better.
Currently the Cocktails 
h ave  p o s t p oned  t he i r 
practice for the competition, 
instead preparing for their 
Valentine’s Day concert 
“I Love A Capella” this 
Su nday in t he Russel l 
House Ballroom from 7 to 
8 p.m. 
DEBATE ● Continued from 1
Comments on this story? 
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
Sydney Medlin / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Presidential candidate Joe Wright (left) and unopposed treasury candidate Emily Supil discuss their platforms Thursday. 
$2 Movies of the Week
Columbia Place
    S T A D I U M  C I N E M A S
WWW.COLAVALUEMOVIES.COM - (803) 419-5454
Columbia Place Mall, 8 min. from Campus
FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 11-17, 2011
NARNIA, DAWN TREADER
HARRY POTTER, HALLOWS PT 1
STUDENTS W/ ID ONLY $1.50 
FREE SMALL POPCORN W/ DRINK 
PURCHASE
CALL/WEB FOR SHOWTIMES
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CORRECTIONS
If you fi nd an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let us 
know about it. E-mail gamecockopinions@sc.edu and we will print 
the correction in our next issue.
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s 
Viewpoints page is to stimulate discussion 
in the University of South Carol ina 
community. All published authors are 
expected to provide logical arguments to 
back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages 
readers to voice opinions and offers three 
methods of expression: letters to the 
editor, guest columns and feedback on 
dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be 
submitted via e-mail to gamecockeditor@
sc.edu. Letters must be 200 to 300 words 
in length and include the author’s name, 
year in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and 
USC faculty members to submit guest 
co lumns. Columnists shou ld keep 
submissions to about 500 words in 
length and include the author’s name and 
position. Guest columns are limited to 
three per author per semester. 
The editor reserves the right to edit 
and condense submissions for length and 
clarity, or not publish at all. 
All submissions become the property 
of The Daily Gamecock and must conform 
to the legal standards of USC Student 
Media.
IT’S YOUR RIGHT About The Daily Gamecock
The Daily Gamecock is the 
editorially independent student 
newspaper of the University of 
South Carolina. It is published 
daily during the fall and spring 
semesters and nine times during 
the summer with the exception 
of university holidays and exam 
periods. Opinions expressed in 
The Daily Gamecock are those 
of the editors or author and not 
those of the University of South 
Carolina. 
Th e Board of Student 
Publications and 
Communications is the publisher 
of The Daily Gamecock. Th e 
Department of Student Media 
is the newspaper’s parent 
organization. The Daily 
Gamecock is supported in part 
by student-activity fees. One 
free copy per reader. Additional 
copies may be purchased for $1 
each from the Department of 
Student Media.
CONTACT INFORMATION
Offi ces located on the third fl oor 
of the Russell House
Editor: gamecockeditor@sc.edu
News:   gamecocknews@sc.edu
Viewpoints: gamecockopinions@sc.edu
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Students should use 
freedom of speech
Fate of future generations protected 




‘War on cannabis’ harms addicts
Legalization would open doors 






“What if we took our 
rights and coupled 
them with action, as 




























I am currently pursuing my master’s 
degree in rehabilitation counseling, as my 
future profession is that of an addiction 
counselor. So this viewpoint I am about 
to share is very personal, as it will one day 
affect me. It already has in other parts 
and times of my life, and this is why I feel 
cannabis should be legalized. 
As an individual who has been an unjust 
casualty to this “war on cannabis,” I have 
been in this situation and know from 
experience what it’s like to go through the 
“system” for fi ve years of my life. Allow 
me to now present you with a situation. 
This excerpt is based on true stories I 
have personally witnessed.
Steve is arrested at age 25 for possession 
of a gram of marijuana. Steve generally 
smokes once or twice on the weekend 
and has had many periods of abstinence. 
(We know, and Steve has admitted, he 
is not addicted in any way to cannabis.) 
When Steve goes in front of the judge, 
the judge offers Steve the option of 
going to treatment or going to jail. Steve 
obviously takes the plea bargain of going 
to treatment over jail. 
George is an addiction counselor at 
the local treatment center. His classroom 
fi ts 10 people, and he currently has nine 
attendees. Steve is sent to his offi ce. As 
Steve arrives, so does Jake, a 38-year-old 
heroin addict who after 20 years fi nally 
wants to get off drugs and really desires 
George’s help. Jake begs for George to 
help him, but as George stands there with 
Steve and Jake, he must politely turn to 
Jake and tell him that he has to leave and 
can come back at another time to try to 
get a seat when one opens up. 
This can easily lead to an individual not 
coming back and continuing to use drugs. 
I have witnessed this multiple times.
George currently does not have any 
room in his class to fi t Jake, as he is being 
forced to admit Steve into his group. 
Steve has clearly stated he is not addicted 
to cannabis, does no other drugs and is an 
outstanding citizen in our community, yet 
he is forced into drug treatment, fi lling 
up a seat that could have been used for 
someone who truly needs and desires it.  
Not only is the government forcing 
innocent, harmless people to fi ll up spaces 
in treatment centers all over the U.S., but 
it is doing so at the cost of the American 
people — George the counselor works at a 
state-run facility, so he is paid by your tax 
dollars. Would you rather your tax dollars 
be used to “baby-sit” people like Steve, 
who clearly does not need to be there, 
or Jake, who begs George for help out 
of the grips of a serious and debilitating 
addiction?
My life is surrounded by so many 
individuals affected negatively by this war 
on cannabis. It’s time to end the war and 
get on with helping out our fellow human 
beings. 
Help educate; don’t incarcerate.
— Christopher Kimble
Director of Communications of Columbia 
NORML (National Organization for the 
Reform of Marijuana Laws)
I f  y o u  h a v e  s e e n 
h e a d l i n e s  i n   a n y 
international newspaper 
or news site this week, 
you’ve seen ev idence 
of the political turmoil 
ravaging North Africa 
— specifically Egypt — 
whose democracy has not 
performed as its citizens 
expected.
These stor ies have 
prompted me to ref lect 
upon our own relatively 
whole some pol it ic a l 
structure and how many 
rights we seem to take 
for granted. While we 
often complain about 
the inefficiencies of our 
government, we rarely 
s top  to  t h i n k  about 
what it has done right. 
For example, we have 
enshrined within our 
Constitution many rights 
p e o p l e 
i n  o t h e r 
countr ies 
only dream 
o f .  W e 
k now we 
won’t  b e 
pu n i shed 
f o r 
spea k i ng 
out against 
our leaders 
in publ ic 
f o r u m s . 
W e  a r e  a b l e  t o 
disseminate our dissent 
and share our views.
While we may take 
these freedoms of speech 
and press for granted, 
perhaps we ought to 
i m a g i n e  a  c o u n t r y 
without them. What if it 
were illegal to complain 
about the White House’s 
handling of the economic 
crisis? What if it were 
illegal for Jon Stewart to 
hold his “Rally to Restore 
Sanity” ? What if it were 
illegal to suggest that 
money not be diverted 
from education or arts 
spending? 
A nother important 
aspect of our political 
t r a d i t i o n  i s  i t s 
inclusiveness. There are 
very few requirements to 
hold public office. Note 
that we have neither 
a  hered it a r y  s y s tem 
nor a minimum formal 
education requirement.
T h i s  i s  j u s t  t h e 
beginning of the political 
freedoms we enjoy. We 
are free to speak our 
minds and share our 
views. We are able to 
choose representatives, 
who reflect these views 
and take our hopes and 
desires seriously. We are 
not limited to a small 
subset  of  A mer icans 
who meet a long list of 
requirements. Knowing 
a l l  th is ,  how can we 
not take pride in our 
government? 
The youth have been on the rise as of late, both 
locally and internationally.
From the undying cries for democracy in Egypt to 
protests from the Statehouse steps over Gov. Nikki 
Haley’s slashing of the arts fund, it seems the youth 
have once again begun to take situations into their 
own hands. 
Perhaps it is in light of these recent events that 
we are reminded of something we have lost touch 
with in the past few decades: the potential of our 
infl uence.
In fact, there haven’t been any signifi cant youth 
uprisings since the Vietnam War, when adolescents 
of the era took it upon themselves to grasp the 
nation’s state of affairs and attempted to steer it in 
the direction they wanted. In the 1960s, the youth 
didn’t just react — they 
initiated. 
One of the greatest 
t h i n g s  a b o u t  t h i s 
country is that we have 
rights. We have rights 
to vote, we have rights 
to complain, we have 
rights to pitch our most 
powerful opinions out 
into the open to express 
what we are most deeply 
passionate about. What 
if we took those rights and coupled them with action, 
as the youth of Egypt most recently did?  
What if we stood on the steps of the Statehouse 
to protest the cutting of our public education funds, 
or lined up on Greene Street to actively fi ght tuition 
increases? Perhaps, we too would be able to directly 
infl uence the solutions to lean in our favor.
We, as citizens of America, have something that 
many others do not have: a voice and the freedom to 
act upon it. So to all of you out there with a passion 
and desire to make a difference, find your voice, 
because you have an obligation to use it. 
The shortest month of the year has arrived, 
and all around us, celebrations of black history 
are taking place. USC has planned a number of 
events that will showcase the lives and legacies 
of African-Americans in our nation’s history. 
Carolina Dining has planned a month of food 
that represents the culture of African-American 
students and ancestors. The Association of 
African-American Students will be hosting 
oratorical contests and other events to highlight 
the talents of minority students. 
Yes, February is the one month out of the year 
when black people are really excited about being 
black and everybody is concerned about the state 
of affairs within the black community. We are 
sure to hear university administrators and other 
prominent offi cials celebrate the contributions 
made by African-Americans to this state and this 
great institution. For at least 28 days, USC pauses 
to remember its history cannot be accurately told 
without stories of slaves who helped construct 
the buildings in the historic Horseshoe. For at 
least 28 days, Columbia pauses to remember its 
story cannot be accurately told without stories 
of Modjeska Monteith Simkins 
and Charles F. Bolden. For at least 
28 days, South Carolina pauses 
to ponder stories of the African-
Americans whose lives were forever 
changed by legally sanctioned 
racism and discrimination. For at 
least 28 days, the nation pauses 
to remember that while America 
is the greatest country on Earth, 
we struggle each day to perfect an 
imperfect union.
Black History Month is indeed a 
time for deep refl ection about the 
past and all it entails with regard 
to African-Americans, but do not become so 
nostalgic about the marches of the past that you 
forget there are some metaphorical marches that 
need to occur on our streets today. We need 
to march against the “corridor of shame” that 
disparately impacts minority students who live 
in the poorest and most rural areas of South 
Carolina. We need to march against the belief 
that a black kid growing up in the ghetto has any 
less potential than a white kid growing up in the 
suburbs. We need to march against policies that 
negatively impact the lives of the most vulnerable 
among us.  
There’s nothing wrong with putting on 
dashikis and Kente cloth, or singing Negro 
spirituals and quoting Martin Luther King Jr. 
But what will we do when we’re done putting 
on our once-a-year front? Contrary to what 
Carolina Dining and USC officials may have 
you believe, celebrating Black History Month is 
about much more than eating your fi ll of collards 
and fried chicken, or being able to recite “I Have 
a Dream.” Celebrating Black History Month is 
about ensuring no future generation has to suffer 
the manacles of segregation and oppression. It’s 
about building your fellow man up instead of 
tearing him down. It’s about working to ensure 
that the story of a people is celebrated not 28 but 
365 days a year.  
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“I am hoping that I can be known as a great writer 




Cars become the gateway to 
childhood fantasy and it’s simply 
adorable.
 T he Mix breaks down everything 
you need to know about arts & 
entertainment this week
— Compiled by The Mix Staff
Courtesy of MCT Campus
    
Courtesy of AP Exchange
Courtesy of AP Exchange
Courtesy of AP Exchange
Courtesy of AP Exchange
Prince kicks Kim 
K a rdash i a n  o f f 
stage 
America rejoices. If only 
someone would kick her off 
television altogether.
“Memento”  gets  10 th 
anniversary re-release 
Thriller will screen at 11 theaters 
across the country. Patrons will have to 
travel backward to get to them.
D r .  D r e  t o 
jo in  Eminem at 
Grammys 
Rapper to make fi rst live 
television performance 
in over ten years. Maybe 
there will be a worthwhile 
p e r f o r m a n c e  a t  t h e 
Grammys after all.
“Chicago Code” nets Fox few 
ratings 
Turns out advertising like mad during the 
Super Bowl can’t get people to watch cop shows.
S t e v e n  S e a g a l 
cla ims he invented 
“Front Kick” 
What that means, or how he 
went about inventing it, still to 
be determined.
L i n d s a y  L o h a n 
charged with grand theft 
felony 
We missed her smiling face in 
the headlines, too.
Black Eyed Peas 
bomb halftime show 
“I Gotta Feeling” sounds 
l ike bad drunken karaoke, 
supplemented with dancers 
straight out of “Tron.”
Christina Agui lera 
blows national anthem 
She sings the wrong words; a 
bald eagle dies. 
Amber Rose
MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Pencil skirts, polka dots, red dresses 
add to ‘wow’ factor on Valentine’s Day dinners
 A bit less bluegrass than the Avett 
Brothers and a bit more country than 
Corey Smith, American Aquarium 
frequents Columbia with its heartfelt 
lyrics and unique mix of infl uences. 
The six-man band will be playing 
at The House in Five Points with 
Cary Ann Hearst and Adam Glover 
Saturday at 9 p.m. 
American Aquarium has released 
five albums, a solid number for a 
band that started in 2006. The lead 
singer, songwriter and guitarist 
BJ Barham described the band as 
comprised of “punk-rock kids [who] 
play country.” 
This group presents a new mesh 
of many different types of music and 
a look into what alternative country 
rock could become in the future. 
With an emphasis on creat ing 
meaningful lyrics without losing 
quality musicianship, American 
Aquarium gathers inf luence from 
many different artists outside of the 
country realm. Artists such as Tom 
Petty, Bruce Springsteen and Drive-
By Truckers are signifi cant sources 
of inspiration for the band and its 
sundry sound, easily recognized 
throughout the lyrics of the band’s 
songs. 
Drawing from a variety of life 
experiences, Barham writes lyrics 
describing lost love in the song “I 
Hope He Breaks Your Heart” and 
the battle for fatherly approval in 
“Brother, Oh Brother.” The band, 
whose members met at North 
Carolina State University , has a 
sound as diverse as its lyrics and 
ranges f rom soothing acoust ic 
numbers to pedal steel guitar-driven 
songs. 
This Saturday, long-time friend 
Cary Ann Hearst of Charleston, who 
contributed to background vocals 
on their last album “Small Town 
Hymns,” will accompany American 
Aquarium on stage. 
“She is one of our favorites [to 
perform with],” Barham said. 
Hearst adds a raspy sound to 
Barham’s powerful voice. These 
elements br ing out the band’s 
alternative side.
The Raleigh natives are not only 
currently working on their sixth 
album but are also friends of the 
road, with over 700 shows played and 
counting. This impressive touring 
schedule, which reached 38 states in 
2010 alone, is fostered by a strong 
work ethic and a love for touring and 
fans. 
“Columbia is one of our favorite 
places in the South, and we’re excited 
to be coming back,” Barham said.
Their last two albums, “Dances 
for the Lonely” and “Small Town 
Hymns,” were produced under a 
small record label out of Little Rock, 
Ark., called Last Chance Records. 
Despite being tied to a label, their 
small-town feel and down-to-earth 
disposition persists, while the quality 
of their material remains impressive. 
Undoubtedly, these six guys have a 
lot of talent, but more importantly, 
they have a love for music that is 
evident during their performances. 
This talent has also allowed them 
to play with some notable musicians 
such as Charlie Daniels Band, Corey 
Smith and one of their biggest 
infl uences, the Drive-By Truckers.
Be sure to catch the up-and-
coming act this Saturday at The 
House. Doors open at 8 p.m. and the 
show starts at 9 p.m. Tickets are $8 in 
advance and $10 the day of the show. 
American Aquarium’s music can be 
found on iTunes, with merchandise 
available at the show as well as online 
at americanaquarium.net. 
Alternative country 








It’s that time of year again: a romantic night out for 
those in a relationship, a fi rst date with someone special or 
a girls’ night out for those celebrating “Singles Awareness 
Day.” It’s Valentine’s Day weekend. That means it’s time 
to break out that “wow” outfi t to impress your signifi cant 
other or someone new. Here are some romantic and fun 
ideas to get you started.
A fresh spin for Valentine’s is to go for a bold print, 
whether it be polka dots or fl orals. The black polka dot 
dress isn’t for everyone, but in a fl attering shape and paired 
with bright shoes and some cute accessories, it can signal 
that you are fun-loving and a potential girlfriend. 
If polka dots aren’t your thing, stick with the classic 
Valentine’s Day color palette with trendy fl orals in a light 
pink, red and black combo. If you want to shake it up a 
little, ring in the beginning of spring with teals, pale green 
and the ever-popular coral.
Another easy option is a black, knee-length fitted 
pencil skirt with a bright top tucked in. This outfi t gives 
off a chic and fl irty vibe at once. The little black skirt is 
universally fl attering, and a sleeveless top in deep purple 
or a bright hue adds a pop of color. The perfect accessory 
is a pair of black heels (not too tall) and a lot of confi dence.
The standby classic is the solid red dress. It can be worn 
in many different shapes: strapless with a cinched center, 
a one-shoulder variation (a very hot style), a f loor-
length number for a more upscale night or a simple knee-
length style with a thin strap. Throw on a cute cardigan 
or blazer for a chilly night, and you have the perfect outfi t. 
To put a little edge in your style, throw on a black, worn, 
fi tted leather jacket and some black heels. 
Lastly, for those who aren’t looking to get glitzy, there is 
the option of an oversized sweater with leggings. The goal 
is to look nicer than if you were just heading out to class 
in yesterday’s leggings, though. Go for a fi tted look with 
a wide or skinny belt at the middle, layer some necklaces 
and throw on a pair of boots over those leggings. This 
look is sure to catch any guy’s attention, showing you can 
be casual while still looking stylish. 
The perfect Valentine’s Day accessory is some light pink 
gloss or a red lip, sure to wow your date.  So this year, pick 
your style from above, and wear it with some attitude.  
Kathy Willens / The Associated Press
Garcelle Beauvais (center) walks the runway in her fl oor-
length red gown at the Heart Truth Red Dress 2010 show.
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
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American Aquarium draws from 
unique infl uences, life experiences
ACROSS
1 The Renault 5, in North 
America
6 One-named New Ager
10 Lake plant
14 Street of San José
15 Ending with play
or party
16 Rosemary, for one
17 When some suits
don’t wear suits
20 Sound from Simba
21 Frat “T”
22 Fords with racing 
stripes
23 The Pawtucket Red 
Sox, e.g.
28 Nuclear org. created 
under HST
29 __ Grey tea
30 Deep Throat’s org.
31 Bamboozle
33 Christian surname?
35 How oaths are taken
39 __ de espera: 
waiting room
40 She played Buffy
42 River to the North Sea
43 Derby town
45 Trig ratio




51 Frame for Roger Rabbit
52 Sandals in 
Jamaica, e.g.
57 Sinatra’s Gardner
58 Mideast “son of”
59 Cheese or its town
60 Assume a defensive
position (and what we did 
to highlight this puzzle’s 
theme)
66 Hard downpour
67 Music biz sensation,
perhaps
68 “If I Were a Rich
Man” singer

























12 Persona non __
13 Wide gulf





26 Where to see a
lot of keys
27 Knight games
32 Haka dancers of
New Zealand
34 Made a quick stop
36 Santana hit also
covered by Tito Puente
37 Madison’s foil
38 Passed out in Vegas?
41 Sharon’s language
44 Company that
uses Pegasus as a symbol
48 Brooklyn’s __ Field
50 Get under control, in a
way
52 Buried supply
53 Like most cardinals
54 __ to go
55 Pencil maze word
56 More wise





65 Match, as a raise
02/11/11Edited by Wayne Robert Williams
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PICTURE OF THE DAY
The Scene
WHAT: University 101 
Peer Leader interviews
WHEN: 7:30 a.m.










WHAT: Clay Club 












WHAT: To Write Love On 
Her Arms weekly meeting
WHEN: 1:15 p.m.
WHERE: RH 203









CASUAL KINGS CD RELEASE W/ 
LESLIE AND THE KICKS
8 p.m. doors / 9 p.m. show, 
$10 (with free CD) 
The House, 
2020 Devine St.
ORCHIDS ON THE RIVERBANKS 
FESTIVAL 
1 p.m. to 5 p.m., $11.75
Riverbanks Zoo and Garden, 
500 Wildlife Parkway 
TOMORROW
AMERICAN AQUARIUM W/ CARY 
ANN HEARST, ADAM GLOVER
8 p.m. doors / 9 p.m. show, 




HANNAH MILLER W/ NEAL 
CARPENTER 
5 p.m. doors / 6 p.m. show, 
$6 in advance / $8 day of 
show
The White Mule, 
1530 Main St. 
THE UNAWARES (CD RELEASE), 
MERCY MERCY ME, COMA CINEMA
8:30 p.m., $8 (with free CD)
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
Parker Jennette / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Kat King (left), a fourth-year visual communications student, and Kassie Mae 
Miller, a second-year public health and social work graduate student, sell chocolate 
vaginas, available in both white and milk, as a part of “The Vagina Monologues” 
series that raises awareness of violence against women in America and the world.
ARIES Don’t be too 
harsh on yourself today. 
I f  you have d i f f icu lt y 
concentrating, distance 
yourself from the problem 
a n d  t r y  a g a i n  l a t e r. 
Things shift.
TAURUS Strive for 
fi nancial harmony. Living 
well doesn’t have to mean 
l a rge  e x p en se s .  F i nd 
balance between work and 
play. True wealth may lie 
in time spent with love.
GEMINI You may 
feel crit ical of yourself 
today, but you’re really 
doing a great job with the 
tools you have. And it’s 
only getting better. Ease 
up.
C A N C E R  Yo u 
“can’t get no satisfaction” 
today.  Stop  be i ng  so 
critical, and give yourself 
permission to daydream. 
It’s OK if you want to be 
by yourself.
L E O  W o r k  i s 
i m p o r t a n t  f o r  y o u 
today, but it might get 
uncomfortable, especially 
if you listen to the critics 
in your head. Acknowledge 
all you’ve accomplished. 
List successes.
V I R G O  To d a y 
you fit the picture of the 
absent-minded professor. 
It’s not all bad. You can 
actually access talents that 
are normally kept hidden, 
like your own genius.
L I B R A  To d a y ’ s 
emot ions are posit ive, 
with great rewards for the 
seeds you planted earlier. 
Don’t kick back yet. Keep 
planting for future harvest.
SCORPIO You get 
bored easily today. Think 
about trying something 
new, let t ing go of old 
habits and generating new 
possibilities. What could 
the future hold?
SAGITTARIUS 
Don’t be too harsh on 
yourself or on your friends. 
They ’re  rea l ly  t r y ing 
to help you by pointing 
out your blind spots. It 
amplifi es your vision.
C A PR ICOR N 
Try not to break anything. 
Take special care of your 
health today. Slow down 
if you need to. Feed your 
soul. Watch a good fi lm or 
take time for music.
AQUARIUS Plug 
a drain on your resources. 
A glitch in communication 
sets you back. Just make 
sure to clean it up for 
workability. Reinvent the 
goal.
PISCES  You ca n 
take “no” for an answer. 
It doesn’t mean the next 
one won’t be “yes.” After 
a long day, you’re ready 
to relax, and “no” could 
actually be freeing. 
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It’d be hard to fi nd a team 
more in need of a win right 
now than South Carolina.
Fresh off a 79-60 thrashing 
at the hands of Florida , the 
Gamecocks enter the weekend 
as losers of four of their last fi ve and 
in danger of falling out of the race 
in the SEC East.
With a pair of road matchups 
on the schedule for next week, 
Carolina (13-9, 4-5 ) will look to take 
advantage of its home court when 
it plays host to Georgia (16-7, 5-4 ) 
Saturday afternoon .
One of USC’s primary struggles 
over the last two games has been its 
inability to make shots fall. Compared 
to 50.9 percent and 55.4 percent 
performances from Vanderbilt and 
Florida, respectively, the Gamecocks 
made just 41.8 percent of their shots 
in both games . Set to face a Georgia 
team hitting 45.6 percent on the year, 
Carolina will likely need a strong 
shooting night to come away with a 
win.
“There is no magic formula to 
it,” coach Darrin Horn said. “It’s 
something that you have to understand 
— how important it is to practice well 
every day, how important it is for each 
individual to come in and play — it’s 
just something I think you have to go 
through, to be honest with you. It’s 
something that we’re going to have to 
learn and grow from.”
Transition defense also proved to 
be an issue in the loss to the Gators , 
something Horn believes was another 
product of poor shooting.
“Offensive rebounding leads to better 
transition defense because they’re not 
out running on it. When we don’t 
offensive rebound well, it leads to 
opportunities for them to do that, but 
the bigger thing was we had so many 
easy ones not going in,” Horn said. 
“There were at least fi ve lay-ups there 
in the short stretch or right at the basket 
shots. We never recovered from that.”
In spite of the scoring differential, 
Horn believes the team’s effort and 
intensity has remained at a high level 
over the past two games.
“I thought we came out really good 
in terms of energy and being ready to 
play,” Horn said. “We did a good job 
of that on Saturday as well in a tough 
game, and really competed all the way 
to the end. We’re a young team that’s 
continuing to learn what it takes. We 
really let some bad offense take the 
wind out of us. That’s something we’re 
just going to have to grow through. 
That’s what immature young teams do.”
Continuing to be a bright spot for the 
Gamecocks has been the development 
of point guard Bruce El l ington . 
Through 22 games, the freshman has 
averaged a team-high 14.4 points per 
game along with 3.5 rebounds and 3.4 
assists . Like most on the team, however, 
Ellington has struggled to make shots 
fall, entering the weekend shooting 36 
percent from the fi eld.
If the Gamecocks are to keep up with 
a Bulldog attack led by forward Trey 
Thompkins and guard Travis Leslie , 
a strong showing from Ellington will 
likely be needed.
“Once a player misses a couple shots, 
sometimes they get down and they 
don’t play on the other end,” Ellington 
said. “We’ve just got to learn from that 
and know that even though we miss 
shots, we’ve still got to play defense. 
Shots are going to fall.” 
A framed picture hangs on the wall of 
Beverly Smith’s office, showing a group of 
players standing in the outfi eld with the words 
“New Chapter” written out with softballs.
For the fi rst-year coach and South Carolina, 
this is the motto of the season.
“We haven’t talked a lot about last season. 
Everything we’ve talked about is [being] the 
new chapter,” Smith said. “You’ve got new 
coaches, new teammates, and we’re a new 
team. We’ve talked about honoring our past, 
respecting the tradition and moving forward. 
So we’ve done very little talk about last season.”
Going along with the philosophy of being a 
new team, Smith said every player had to earn 
her spot.
“Because we are all new, everybody started 
on the same page, and everybody had to get 
out there and prove themselves to us,” Smith 
said. “They had a lot of competition, so the 
ones that are out there earned their spots.”
With opening day fi nally upon them, Smith 
believes she is just as excited as her players, if 
not more.
“I feel like we’re ready, prepared, and now I 
just want to take our game to the fi eld,” Smith 
said. “Nothing like a game to tell us what 
we need to work on. I feel like the kids are 
prepared.”
Adding to Smith’s opening weekend was a 
phone call from former coach Joyce Compton , 
wishing her and her team good luck.
Palmetto State Showdown : The Gamecocks 
kick off their season with a fi ve-game home 
stand , beginning today with an afternoon 
matchup with Charleston Southern . The 
weekend continues with a doubleheader 
Saturday morning with Furman and Coastal 
Carolina , followed by a Sunday showdown 
with USC Upstate to close out the weekend .
Smith believes consistency will play a crucial 
role in Carolina’s success in its opener.
“I want to emphasize that we compete the 
same way for an entire seven innings and not 
how a game fl uctuates,” Smith said. “When the 
games start, something gets exposed.”
Smith hopes to play all available pitchers 
over the weekend, including sophomore 
Audrey Broyles . Entering the year as the 
Gamecocks’ ace, Broyles only managed to 
pitch seven games last season before requiring 
shoulder surgery. 
As far as Friday goes, however, Smith plans 
to start junior Kierstyn White .
Veteran leadership: USC comes into 2011 
with 13 returning players from last year’s team .
“[Catcher] P.J. Fulmer is going to be our 
on-the-fi eld captain,” Smith said. “She caught 
every game last year, and I expect her to be 
behind the plate every game this year. She’ll be 
our fi eld general. She’s a senior and has a lot of 
experience under her belt.” 
After a pair of wins in a 
doubleheader against Charlotte 
and Appalachian State , South 
Carolina’s men’s tennis team 
will hit the road this weekend, 
heading to Raleigh to compete 
against North Carolina State 
on Sunday .
La s t  yea r ’s  G a mecock s 
defeated the Wolfpack 4-3 , 
taking the doubles point and 
three of six singles matches . 
Current players A lexander 
K o s t a n o v  a n d  Jo h a n n e s 
Pulsfort won in fourth and 
fi fth singles, respectively . This 
year, however, Kostanov and 
Pulsfort enter the weekend 
placed higher in USC’s lineup.
Kostanov currently leads 
the Gamecocks with 11 singles 
victories on the season , two 
of which came last weekend 
in three-set matches . Ivan 
Machado, who has filled the 
spot of No. 1 singles for most of 
the year , is second on the team 
with 10 .
Men’s coach Josh Goffi  was 
pleased with his team’s play 
against Appalachian State in 
particular, citing its efforts and 
focus as something that has 
been lacking at some points 
during the season. USC will 
look to bring the same intensity 
to achieve a victory over No. 56 
N.C. State .
The women’s team will look 
to build on the momentum 
from its 5-2 victory over Florida 
International last weekend as it 
travels north to take on Purdue 
and Illinois .
“They’re both nat ionally 
ranked teams, so they obviously 
present a big challenge for us, 
and they’re on the road, which 
also makes it diffi cult,” women’s 
coach Arlo Elkins said . “We’re 
starting to pick up our schedule 
a little bit with ranked teams 
and getting ready to start the 
SEC. We hope to have a good 
performance this weekend.”
The Gamecocks did not 
play  Pu rdue in 2010 ,  but 
they notched a 4-3 win over 
Illinois at home . After losing 
the doubles point , USC fought 
back to win four of six singles 
matches . The team’s top two 
players this year, Anya Morgina 
and Dijana Stojic , won matches 
in third and second singles , 
respectively.
Morgina has won 10 matches 
so far in the 2010-11 season , 
and Madeleine Saari-Bystrom 
and Miljana Jocic share the 
team lead with 11 .
C a r o l i n a  h a s  f o u n d  a 
consistent No. 1 doubles team in 
Stojic and Dominika Kanakova , 
who won both matches they 
played last weekend . In its 7-0 
loss to Arizona State , the team 
defeated the Sun Devils’ Kelcy 
McKenna and Micaela Hein , 
the No. 28 doubles team in the 
nation , for its only win .
“They will [play fi rst doubles] 
through this weekend,” Elkins 
said. “We’re going to probably 
be pretty consistent with our 
lineup. We’ll start to make 
adjustments and changes after 
this week.”
One welcome change to 
Carolina’s lineup will be the 
addition of Josefi n Andersson , 
who missed the ent ire fal l 
season due to injury .
“She’s still coming back from 
that injury, and we’re taking it 
slow,” Elkins said. “But she’s 
going to be a big part of this 
team, and she’s going to really 
start to pick up what she does. 
We don’t want to stick her out 
there before she’s ready. But 




Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
Men, women hit road 
to separate venues
Softball aims for strong start to new era
USC prepares to open season 
under fi rst-year coach
Corbin Ensminger
SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
The Gamecocks open the 2011 season with 
a Friday matchup with Charleston Southern.
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
USC looks to bounce back in home 
matchup against rival Bulldogs
Gamecocks 
































Just two weeks after a landmark victory 
against then-No. 20 Georgia , South Carolina 
(14-10, 6-5 ) redefined itself with another 
momentous win, overcoming No. 15 Kentucky 
(18-6, 7-4 ) with a combination of strong 
defense, quick offense and clutch free-throw 
shooting for a 66-61 victory.
Both teams stayed close early, trading 
baskets until the Gamecocks separated with 
a 14-2  run behind eight points from guard 
Markeshia Grant .
“Markeshia played great,” coach Dawn 
Staley said. “We tried to work with her this 
week on just fi nishing at the basket. She can 
get there with her speed. She doesn’t always 
fi nish, but she focused and fi nished tonight.”
After calling a timeout with 5:22 left in the 
half, UK managed to close the gap from eight 
points to two . But in the fi nal minute of the 
period, baskets from forward Jewel May and 
guard La’Keisha Sutton enabled Carolina to 
head to the locker room with a 30-24 lead .
In the second half, USC extended its lead to 
as much as 11 before Kentucky started clawing 
back again . With just inside three minutes left, 
a basket by A’dia Mathies cut the lead to 55-52 .
From that point forward, however, Carolina 
scored 11 consecutive points off free throws . 
Grant, who fi nished with 12 points , knocked 
down the fi nal two to seal the win .
“I thought our players executed the game 
plan to a ‘T,’” Staley said. “They were up for 
the challenge. When they put their minds to 
doing things, you can see where they can be 
very successful.”
Even with the success on offense, it was 
the Gamecocks’ defense that propelled them 
to victory. Against a team known for forcing 
errors, Carolina turned the ball over just 14 
times , compared to 18 for Kentucky.
“I think the difference was our preparation 
prior to the game,” Sutton said. “In practice, 
we worked on being in traps and getting 
out quickly, drag dribbling and just working 
together and communicating.” 
The win pushes USC above .500 in SEC 
play. The Gamecocks started conference play 
last year with a 6-5 record as well, but four 
consecutive losses knocked the wind out of 
their season . Staley emphasized that the team 
will continue to focus on one game at a time, 
but she has high hopes for the remainder of 
the year.
“The nonconference schedule that we’ve 
played, the losses that we’ve taken, competitive 
games that we’ve played against some top-
ranked teams — I think it builds up to a 
moment like this game against Kentucky, 
where we get an opportunity to build our 
resume, and build our resume at home,” she 
said. “I’m talking build our resume for NCAA 
committee talk.” 
South Carolina upsets UK 
for third straight home win
Paulina Berkovich
PBERKOVICH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Elissa Visotski  / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Carolina’s 66-61 win over No. 15 Kentucky was 
its second over a ranked opponent this year.
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
HOUSING




W/D Conn $1100 803.343.3131 
EMPLOYMENT
BARTENDING $250/dayNo exp nec.
Training available. 800-965-6520 x253
If you have had experience in 
gymnastics then this is your perfect 
job. You can stay in shape and work 
with rec-competitive team gymnast. If 
interested please call 803-682-5055. 
Come share the experience.
Full and PT baristas needed for 
upstart nutritional shake and 
supplement company located in two 
signature fitness centers @ 4114 
Forest Drive or 800 Columbiana 
Point, Irmo.   Compensation includes 
hourly rate, commission and tips.     
Resumes to: rhook56@msn.com; call 
(843) 602-1185 or stop by the juice 




Pay starts @ $10 per hour. 
Free Training and Certification. Email 
Jim Reiser @ swimprofessor@sc.rr.com 
your current availability, background/
qualifications, and if you will be here 
for the summer.
Ye Ole Fashioned Ice Cream and 
Sandwich is hiring at 7490 Garners 
Ferry Rd. Flexible hours. Days/Nights/
Weekends available. Good pay plus 
some tips. Apply in person. 
Cashier needed. M-F 11:30-1:30 
254.0484
Delivery person needed. Must have 
car. M-F 11:30-1:30 254.0484
TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK 
$189.00 5-DAYS or $239 7-DAYS. 
All prices include: Round-trip luxury 
cruise with food. Accommodations on 
the island at your choice of thirteen 
resorts. Appalachia Travel. 
www.BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018
SERVICES
Math Tutor:The Expert 738.8956
!
